This article gives a brief description of the library organization in the Netherlands with emphasis on medical libraries. Library automation and cooperation is dominated by the PICA system (Project Integrated Catalogue Automation), a system which is used for shared cataloguing and interlibrary loan requests. The largest collection of periodicals in the sciences, life sciences and medicine in the Netherlands is found in the library of the Royal Netherlands Academy of Sciences. Second best are the libraries of the eight medical faculties in the Netherlands.
Libraries
in the Netherlands1)
The The University Libraries of the thirteen universities in the Netherlands cooperate with the Royal Library and Academy Library; this cooperation has a great influence on library matters. A most visible result is the PICA system that is in use by at least 11 of the university libraries and by most of the major public libraries. The integration of the National Central Catalogue and the Interlibrary Loan System with the local catalogues and library systems as well as the connection of these systems to the academic computer network (SURFnet) is a great advantage for librarians and library users in the Netherlands. Most interlibrary loan requests are answered by photocopy delivery within one week. With this system coordination of collection management is very well possible.
Hospital libraries are independent from the universities. Some 15 years ago a small group of hospital librarians started to use the same library automation system (STRIX). This initiative was followed by many more and nowadays this group consists of some 60 hospital libraries. For these libraries the local catalogue system is connected to and integrated into the PICA system. Shared cataloguing facilities are available as well as the interlibrary loan system.
The Dutch Association of Librarians (NVB)
Most librarians in the Netherlands are member of the association, either personally (2200) 
